
Search the full text of books and discover new ones
With Google Book Search, you can quickly search the full text of books, 
from the first word on the first page to the last word in the final chapter. 
Find the perfect books for your purposes or discover ones you never even 
knew existed.

Book Search works like web search 

Try a search on Google Book Search (http://books.google.com) or on Google.com. When we 
find a book whose content contains a match for your search terms, we’ll link to it in your 
search results. 

Browse books online

Clicking on a book result, you’ll be able to see everything from a few short excerpts to the 
entire book, depending on a few different factors. 

•  Full view: If we’ve determined that a book is out of copyright or the publisher or rightsholder 
has given us permission, you’ll be able to page through the entire book from start to finish.

•  Limited preview: If the publisher or author has provided the book through the Google Books 
Partner Program, you’ll be able to preview sample pages – typically about 20% of the book.

•  Snippet view: If a book is under copyright and the publisher or author is not part of the 
Partner Program, you’ll find bibliographic about the book and a few snippets of text from 
the book, showing your search term in context. 

•  No preview available: For books where we’re unable to show snippets, you’ll see only 
bibliographic information.

Search within the book

Once you a find a title of interest, you can search within the book. Try searching within 
Hamlet for “to be or not to be” to find the rest of his famous soliloquy or try a favorite 
phrase or quote of your own.

Find other titles that interest you

Just click on “About this book” to find more books related to the book you’re reading. If 
How to Draw Comic Book Heroes and Villains interests you, you may just like Comic Book 
Artist Collection, Vol. 1.

Buy the book...or borrow it from the library

For every book, you’ll see links directing you to booksellers where you can buy the book 
and libraries where you can borrow it.

Download public domain works

If a book is out of copyright, you’ll be able download, save and print a free PDF version to 
read at your own pace.

Visit http://books.google.com for more information
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